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SWA-226 Well Integrity – Barrier Failure 
 
Target audience for this newsflash 

 TSW Community 
 TSW Menang Partners / Service Providers 
 
What happened 
On 2nd October 2013, while carrying out drilling operation 
in the SWA-314 (C1) on AMDP5 by drilling rig Maersk 
Completer, minor gas bubbling was observed from 
previously abandoned adjacent well SWA-226 (C2). 
 
 
Why it happened 
 Under Investigation 
 
Actions Taken 
Operations on C1 were suspended to perform intervention on C2. Original well fluid of seawater was displaced to 
12kPa/m mud, followed by a 50m cement plug (18.6kPa/m) & tag tested. Gas bubbles stopped after cementing. 
The mud above the cement plug was displaced to 22kPa/m kill mud. Throughout the duration of this incident, the 
well was closely monitored for bubble frequency & size, gas level and fluid level changes inside the well. 
 
Suggested toolbox/safety meeting questions 
 Are the barriers defined? 
 Have the barriers been verified? 
 Understand annular history for old abandoned wells 
 
Further information 
Fountain: FIM No. TBA 
Contact: Maersk Completer/ Manish Kumar Rig SWE 
DSV-Completer@shell.com    Manish.Kumar@shell.com  
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